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In Surgeon's Laser, Teen Finds Healing
Cosmetic surger\ helped erase the scars on Ross Anson's neck
and face. After a dark \ear of doubt, he sa\s he finall\ feels like

himself again.

Jul\ 09, 2006 _ Bob Pool _ Times Staff Writer

The facial scars were disappearing. And so were the scars on Ross Anson's psyche.

"I'm back to normal!" the 19-year-old exclaimed as he returned to thank the Beverly Hills plastic

surgeon who is restoring his appearance after a near-fatal neck slashing.
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Anson was attacked at a Fourth of July party last year near his Bakersfield home by another 19-year-old,

who sliced him seven times with a razor-like box cutter.

Emergency-room doctors were able to keep him from bleeding to death. But the slashing left hideous

scars on Anson's neck and head. Embarrassed by his looks, he grew his hair long to hide the red cut

marks and slowly began to withdraw from society.

"He'd always been very motivated and energetic, and now he had given up. He was just not getting out of

the house," said Debbie Anson, his mother.

He left his job in jewelry sales because customers were wary of his appearance. "One day I said, 'Hey,

you know, it's probably about time you went back into the workforce,' " Debbie Anson said. "I'd never

had to prod him like that. That's when he said, 'Mom, everybody looks at me funny.' That's when I

realized he needed some help."

A relative newcomer to Bakersfield, Anson turned to the Internet to look for an experienced cosmetic

surgeon. It wasn't until her son met with Dr. Brent Moelleken that she learned not only could he remove

the scars -- but he was willing to do it for free.

Over the last 11 years, Moelleken has performed about 20 facial restorations without charge, primarily

for maimed children and abused women.

He's now setting up a nonprofit corporation called About Face to cover the cost of expanding the free
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Email PUinW Digg TZiWWeU Facebook SWXmbleUpon ShaUe

plaVWic-VXUgeU\ VeUYice.

SWaWe fXnding iV VomeWimeV aYailable Wo help pa\ foU VXch pUocedXUeV foU cUime YicWimV. BXW Whe fXnding

iV UaUel\ enoXgh Wo coYeU Whe enWiUe coVW of VXUgeU\ Wo cXW aZa\ VcaU WiVVXe and laVeU WUeaWmenW,

Moelleken Vaid. AnVon'V WUeaWmenW coVW aboXW $7,000.

The docWoU Vaid he decided Wo help AnVon Zhen he leaUned WhaW Whe \oXWh'V "YeU\ gang-like" look and

"goWhic-like long haiU" ZeUe deVWUo\ing hiV Velf-eVWeem and WhUeaWening hiV fXWXUe liYelihood.

"He almoVW died fUom an e[WUemel\ hoUUible Whing. NoW onl\ doeV he haYe pUoblemV ZiWh hiV jeZelU\ job,

he'V goW WheVe VcaUV WhaW Uemind him of hoZ Vomeone cXW hiV WhUoaW and almoVW killed him," Moelleken

Vaid pUioU Wo Whe VXUgeU\.

The iniWial VXUgeU\ and laVeU WUeaWmenW MaUch 20 ZaV VXcceVVfXl. So mXch Vo, in facW, WhaW AnVon ZaV

foUced Wo poVWpone hiV fiUVW folloZ-Xp WUeaWmenW ZiWh Moelleken on ApUil 20 becaXVe he had landed a job

inWeUYieZ WhaW da\. He dela\ed iW a Vecond Wime JXne 16 becaXVe he ZaV ZoUking aW hiV neZ job.
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"IW'V going gUeaW. I'm ZoUking aW CoVWco and iW'V all good," he pUoXdl\ Wold Moelleken dXUing Whe

UeVchedXled docWoU'V office YiViW laWe laVW monWh.

The FoXUWh of JXl\ aWWack happened oXWVide a flieU-adYeUWiVed paUW\ Zhen AnVon ZaV confUonWed b\ a

\oXWh he had claVhed ZiWh aW a pUeYioXV open paUW\.

"He Vocked a giUl I knoZ in Whe moXWh, and I goW doZn on him foU WhaW and hiW him oYeU Whe head ZiWh a

boWWle," AnVon Vaid. "He Wold me he ZaV going Wo kill me."

The aWWackeU, Dominic QXinWana, pleaded no conWeVW ApUil 19 Wo a chaUge of aWWempWed mXUdeU and ZaV

VenWenced in JXne Wo 11 \eaUV in WaVco SWaWe PUiVon.

AW Whe YiViW laVW monWh, Moelleken adminiVWeUed VeYeUal VWeUoid VhoWV Wo UedXce UeVidXal VcaUUing on

AnVon'V UighW jaZ and Walked of VeWWing a daWe foU addiWional laVeU ZoUk.

"IW'V healing YeU\ Zell. IW'V flaW, and \oX'll haYe a mXch haUdeU Wime Veeing Whe VcaU. ThiV iV going Wo look

gUeaW," he Vaid.

AnVon e[plained hiV UelXcWance aV a fUeVhl\ hiUed emplo\ee Wo aVk foU Wime off fUom hiV neZ job. Moelleken

pUomiVed Wo ZoUk hiV VchedXle aUoXnd hiV \oXng paWienW'V.

"YoX'Ue oXWgoing noZ. YoX'Ye goW a job. YoX goW a haiUcXW. YoX'Ue like a neZ gX\," Whe VXUgeon Vaid.

AnVon agUeed.

"YoX knoZ hoZ \oX'Ue dUiYing doZn Whe highZa\ and Vee all Whe diffeUenW e[iWV? Some of Whem can deUail

\oX if \oX Wake Whe ZUong one," he Vaid.

ThaW'V Zh\, he confided, "I don'W go Wo open paUWieV an\moUe."
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